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Group Discussion Questions From Sunday’s Message March 8, 2010 
 
Prepare The Way 
Click Here to Watch or Listen to Sunday’s Message 
 
These discussion questions are prepared for use in Small Group Bible studies, Family/Home Bible study, and 
personal Bible study. Select questions to ask your group and stimulate discussion. Always use the Bible as your 
final authority and reference. See page for background and helps. 
 
Read Luke 1. Since this is a lengthy chapter, you might consider breaking it into paragraphs and take turns 
reading. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Who is the oldest pregnant woman you have known? Who is the oldest woman you know? Discuss the 
difficulties of carrying a baby to term and delivering at each of these ages. Now consider that in Bible times, 
pain relievers were nearly non-existent. 

2. How would describe Elizabeth’s reaction when God revealed that she would become pregnant and deliver a 
son in her 80’s? 

3. Have you ever received an instruction from God that seemed impossible? Or that caused you great fear or 
anxiety? How did you respond? Were you obedient? 

4. Is it ok to ask God “how” when He calls you to action? When His plan seems impossible? 

5. Consider Zechariah in this story who was called to serve as the honored priest who would enter the Holy of 
Holies in the Temple on behalf of the people. Being old, he questioned the angel Gabriel in disbelief, citing 
the adversity of his age. How have you responded to God’s call under adversity? How has God used your 
weaknesses to accomplish His will? 

6. When God has spoken to you with an assignment, describe your emotions (joy, excitement, fear, trust, 
doubt, etc.). 

7. When God has called you into action, how did He prepare your way? How does He prepare your way to 
share Jesus? To extend His love and compassion? 

8. How would you describe your purpose in life? What purpose has God given you? How has God prepared and 
equipped you for this purpose? 

9. Do you fully trust God that He fully equips you and prepares you to accomplish any assignment He gives 
you? Since He created you from the womb and called you for a purpose and anointed you with the Holy 
Spirit, why is it still difficult to follow Him without doubt? 

10. How can you fulfill the purpose to which God has called you? What can you do today to be prepared? Every 
day? 

11. What obstacles stands in your way of fully obeying God and trusting Him for anything He has called you to 
do? Do you allow any past sins or failures to keep you from acting on God’s instructions? 

12. What is your “impossible” right now? How can you trust God to overcome your doubts and fears? How can 
your mentor/family/group pray for you as you seek to fulfill God’s purpose in your life? 

God’s promises are greater than our failures! 
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Background Information 

Luke wrote his gospel in the late 60’s or late 70’s AD, although some scholars date the book in the 90’s. Since 
this book and The Acts are addressed to the same person (Theophilus, which means one who loves God), and 
since both books are very similar in grammar, scholars are confident that both books were written by the same 
person. It is almost universal that Luke the beloved physician (see Colossians 4:7-14) wrote these two books. He 
most likely was not Jewish, but he was a believer in the Jewish God, and became a Christ-follower at some point. 
He was a companion of Paul as documented throughout The Acts. He either died before Paul (since Acts does 
not discuss Paul’s death), or the ending of The Acts has been lost (the ending is abrupt). 

#2 We don’t know exactly how old Elizabeth was, but in the traditional Jewish manner of describing age, it is 
reasonable to say that she was in her late 70’s or 80’s. In her day, barrenness was considered a curse of God. She 
was likely shunned by the community. And this would have gone on for 40 years or more by now. 

#3 We receive instruction from God in general ways through Scripture. For example, make disciples. We also 
receive specific instruction from God when the Holy Spirit instructs us to share Jesus with another individual (for 
example). 

#4 Asking “how” is not a necessarily sinful. Remember that God knows our motives and thoughts. 

#5 Serving as priest who entered the Holy Place was considered a great honor. 

#7-10 Ask for specifics. What one shares will encourage and support another.  

#11 Identifying our obstacles is personal, and some may be resistant to sharing. Don’t force anyone to share, but 
allow them to express what they will. 

#12 Close with short sentence prayers, allowing members to pray for one another. Ask members to pray for 
each other during the week. Remind everyone of the confidential nature of your discussion. 

 


